
KS3 Curriculum Overview: English  

Core intent of the subject at key stage 3 
To provide a curriculum which broadens the mind through literature.  
 

Assessment 
We have termly formal assessment pieces which are marked and then, placed into the students’ best work books. These pieces draw on the tasks and techniques 
required at GCSE and A-Level.  
 

Homework 

We set one piece of homework per week at Key Stage 3. We aim to set two pieces of homework (or one larger piece) per week at Key Stage 4. At Key Stage 5, we follow 
the homework policy at BL6 with each subject setting an appropriate amount of homework.  
 

Clubs and/or intervention 
Key Stage 3 Intervention: Thinking Reading, Lexia, Accelerated Reader, Key Skils. 
 

Parental/Carer support 
Two Parents every Two Weeks policy.  
 

Helpful sources of information 
Please see the overview sheets for each year group where a very detailed account of the schemes is documented.  

 

Year 7 Overview 

2019-2020 

 

Term Knowledge Assessment Connections to learning Connections to future 

pathways 

Autumn 

 
Story Telling 

 
Narrative Writing and the techniques to establish character and plot. 

 

    



 Read Dahl’s story The 
Umbrella Man. 

 Written Assessment – Write a 
short story or continue the story. 

 The first Star Reading Test.   

 Content is the beginning of narrative 
writing which forms the basis of 
creativity in English.  

 Narrative writing links to any career 
involving written communication, e.g. 
journalism.  The emphasis on reading, 
information retrieval, inference links to 
careers in politics, teaching. The Inter-
house Speaking competition draws on 
verbal skills, speech writing and 
awareness of non-verbal techniques. 
This links to career pathways in the 
Media – politics, journalism, teaching.   

 
T Myths and Legends 

 
To familiarise students with myths and legends in fictional texts. 

 

 
 Read myths and stories 

involving legendary figures 
and creatures. 

 
 Write a myth or a story based on 

a legend. 

 
 Throughout English, students are 

expected to develop their accuracy 
when writing and their imaginations. 
This scheme on story-telling allows 
them to do this.  

 
 Narrative writing links to any career 

involving written communication, e.g. 
journalism.  The emphasis on reading, 
information retrieval, inference links to 
careers in politics, teaching. The Inter-
house Speaking competition draws on 
verbal skills, speech writing and 
awareness of non-verbal techniques. 
This links to career pathways in the 
Media – politics, journalism, teaching.   

 The home-learning project 
encourages independence and 
responsibility. The creative content 
itself connects with careers in the 
visual arts such as, graphic design, 
fine art, sculpture.   

Spring 

 
Poetry Anthology 

 
To read an abundance of poetry from all eras which will allow children to experience different styles and techniques. 

 

 
 Read poetry selected by 

the teacher and the 
student.  

 
 Teacher marked poetry. 

Assessment piece – write a 
commentary summarising the 
student’s ideas.  

 
 Poetry features heavily on the 

GCSE curriculum – unseen poetry 
and poetry discussed by the teacher 
are essential.  

 
 The poetry scheme encourages 

communication in a creative way, 
rather than in a transactional manner. 
The performance poet, subsequent 
workshops, inter-house poetry 
competition all encourage careers in 



creative writing, music and the 
performing arts.  

Summe

r 

 
The Great British Novel 

 
To read an entire novel with their class teacher. Students will discuss character, theme, motif and social/historical context of the novel. 

 

 
 All students read with their 

class teacher a novel from 
a choice of texts. The 
novels are written by 
British authors which is in 
line with the GCSE. 
However, the novel may 
not be set in the UK or 
about ‘Britishness’ as such. 

 
 Students will write a response to 

the question, ‘How far do you 
agree..?’ An opinion essay based 
on a character or aspect of the 
narrative, e.g. themes, motifs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 This links in directly with a question 

on Paper 1 Section A in the GCSE 
exams.  

 
 ‘The Great British Novel’ (regardless 

of the novel) places emphasis on 
concepts such as, morality, social and 
cultural issues – the way in which 
humans interact with one another and 
the world around them is key. 
Connections to careers in the church, 
counselling, law, social work and the 
arts. The discussion and planning in 
the lead up to writing evaluative 
essays links strongly with the legal 
world and politics.     

 
Off on Holiday 

 
To experience a number of texts related to travel, e.g. postcards, brochures, letters of complaint, blogs, poetry and video guides. 

 

 
 All students will learn how 

to understand and how to 
write travel-themed texts.  

 To identify and be able to 
analyse the techniques 
used by different types of 
travel writing. 

 
 Students will be assessed, albeit 

informally, on their writing. In 
addition, students will partake in 
the annual exams which will 
inform setting for the year ahead.  

 
 These texts are predominately non-

fiction and so link with Paper 2 
GCSE Language.  

 
 The travel writing topic requires that 

students complete tasks such as, 
travel brochures, letter of complaint, a 
play, postcards. These genres  

 link to careers in journalism, the 
service industry, customer relations 
and advertising. 

 The class novel encourages 
knowledge and understanding of the 
literary canon, linking to careers in 
writing, journalism, education.  

 Finally, the exam preparation 
completed at this time challenges 
students’ higher order reading skills, 
time-management, resilience and 
autonomy. All careers spring to mind 
here. 



 

 

 

 

Year 8 Overview 

2019-2020 

 

Term Learning Objectives Assessment Connections to learning Connections to future 

pathways 

Autumn 

 
The Language Project: A selection of texts from a range of different historical and cultural backgrounds. 

Understanding of spelling and language etymology. 
Develop an argument. 

Develop an understanding of how language works, including spelling, grammar and word class 
Gain a sense of cultural understanding and the English literary heritage 

Offer a personal response and interpretation. Develop an argument with evidence to support 

 
 

 
 To be able to discuss the 

use of archaic language, 
unfamiliar words and 
analyse their purpose or 
etymology.  

 To be able to explore the 
changing English 
language and inform 
readers using clear and 
coherent expression. 

 
 Original Writing on ‘The 

Canterbury Tales’ 
 ‘How far do you agree? A 

response linked to language 
change and technology.  

 
 Poetry analysis in preparation for 

GCSE unseen poetry and ‘set’ 
poetry; some of the poems in the 
collection are pre-20th century, so 
early familiarity with this style is 
helpful.   

 Assessments relate to GCSE 
questions in style and format. 

 Application of context. 
 Creative writing. Language projects 

link to A Level English Language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Any university degree: skills of 

writing at length (relevant to any 
subject which is essay or analysis 
based such as: media, law, 
humanities…) 

 Contextual knowledge helps with 
historical knowledge and empathy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 

 
 

Short Stories: Reading literary shorts in order to develop analytical skills and consolidate own self-conscious crafting 
 

Develop an understanding of genre and convention 
Consolidate self-conscious crafting of structure and vocabulary for effect 

Experiment with narrative techniques, including using sentences and punctuation for effect 
Experiment with structure 

 
 

 
  

 
 An original short story which 

demonstrates the conventions 
of a specific genre.  

 Internal Exams – a reading and 
a writing paper which both 
mirror the GCSE style.  

 
 Crafting effective arguments.  
 Discovering how to use language 

for impact – this links to GCSE and 
A Level English Literature and 
Language. 

 Reading and writing. 

 
 Any university degree: skills of 

writing at length (relevant to any 
subject which is essay or analysis 
based such as: media, law, 
humanities…) 

 Contextual knowledge helps with 
historical knowledge and empathy. 

 A self-awareness is developed 
through these studies which will aid 
function skills such as: job 
applications, letter writing, and email 
writing… 
 

Summer 

 
Studying Shakespeare: Reading for meaning and developing comprehension skills and studying a drama text. 

 
Read for meaning and summarise understanding. Comment on the effect of language. Comment on a variety of dramatic effects. Offer a detailed response 

to a text, looking at the writer’s intentions and different interpretations 
Develop comparison skill 

 

 
  

 
 An essay which compare two 

characters, ideas or speeches 
from the play taught. 

 
 Links to GCSE English Literature; 

Shakespeare and studying a play. 
A Level literature and language 
links. 

 Also links to GCSE and A Level 
Drama 
 

 
 Playwright 
 Historian  
 Lawyer 
 Any analytical profession.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Overview 

2019-2020 

 

Term Learning Objectives Assessment Connections to learning Connections to future 

pathways 

Autumn 

 
T - Gothic short stories 

 
To familiarise students with Victorian fiction and relevant context 

 

 
 To write an original gothic 

short story or opening 

 
 A gothic short story 
 

 
 GCSE content is based on a 

Victorian 19th Century novel, so this 
is ideal prep for that. 

 
 English literature degree, emotional 

intelligence and understanding of 
British values of culture and history. 
Students will look into the conditions 
of living in Victorian Britain such as 
the issues with poverty, 
industrialisation and work conditions. 
This is useful for students to 
understand what the issues are in 
society in the past, but also how they 
connect to our current issues in 



society so that the previous issues are 
not repeated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
T – Gothic novel 

 
As above 

 

 
 To effectively understand 

how  techniques are used to 
create a suspenseful and 
tense piece of contextual 
writing  

 
 Analysing how techniques are 

used in gothic fiction – the use of 
inference.  

 
 As above 

 
 English literature degree, emotional 

intelligence and understanding of 
British values of culture and history. 
Students will look into the conditions 
of living in Victorian Britain such as 
the issues with poverty, 
industrialisation and work conditions. 
This is useful for students to 
understand what the issues are in 
society in the past, but also how they 
connect to our current issues in 
society so that the previous issues are 
not repeated. 
  

Spring 

 
T – Speaking debate 

 
To ensure students are confident with their speaking and listening skills 

 

 
 To demonstrate effective use 

of communication skills and 
teamwork 

 
 Students are individually 

assessed on their individual 
speaking skills 

 
 NEA and question 5 language paper 

2 

 
 Shows students that speaking and 

listening is an important skill that is 
crucial in everyday life and will be key 
for them in the future and their future 
careers. In any career, students will 
need to communicate clearly with 
people so that they progress in their 
career or job. Without clear 



communication skills, they will 
struggle. This work allows students to 
practise speaking in a variety of 
situations and build confidence for 
students in their ability to 
communicate with adults. 
 

 
 
 
 

T – WW1 Poetry 
 

To make students aware of how to compare and contrast two separate things 
 

 
 For students to show 

awareness of how to 
compare two separate things 
and to do it in an effective 
and balanced manner 

 
 An assessed piece of writing 

which is marked like a GCSE. 

 
 Comparative question on poetry 

paper and language paper 2 GCSE 
paper 

 
 Students will have to be able to 

compare things in later life and form a 
balanced opinion on two contrasting 
things. Such as fake news and real 
news. In a world where there is a lot 
of choice, students will have to make 
the choice between different media 
sources. Adults find it difficult to 
ascertain what the truth is a lot of the 
time, so this is crucial for students to 
learn about this at an early age. If they 
do not understand these issues at an 
early age, they will find it difficult to 
compare these issues in the future. 
 

Summer 

 
T -  Taking a stand 

 
To make students aware of political viewpoints 

 

 
 For students to be aware of 

relevant and current political 
debates in the modern 
sphere 

 
 Descriptive piece inspired by a 

line poetry 

 
 A link to Language Paper 1 at GCSE 

 
 Students need to be aware of political 

and current issues, so the country 
hopefully isn’t in a mess like it is now. 
In the current climate of Brexit, there 
are issues that students need to be 
aware of at an early age. With the 
issues that Brexit is causing now for 



 
 

the government and the whole of 
society, these issues could hopefully 
be avoided if the next generation are 
educated and ready to tackle issues 
like this openly.  

 
T- Seminal world literature 

 
To educate about global issues in other countries 

 

 
 For students to see the 

impact of literature in 
different countries and 
how this affects 
contrasting cultures to 
our own.  

 
 Opinion essay on the text 

 
 Question 4 Language paper 1 

GCSE – how far do you agree? 

 
 For students to learn about different 

cultures and various other beliefs of 
people in the world. In a world where 
people are now more educated than 
they were on issues such as racism, 
discrimination and hate crimes, it is 
important that future generations are 
aware of different cultures, religions 
and issues that are prevalent across 
the globe. If they aren’t aware about 
these issues at an early age, then 
they will find it difficult to engage with 
other communities fairly when they 
are older. Hopefully this education 
when they are younger will prevent 
discrimination in the future for all. 
 


